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that a bishop and a presbyter in the view of the New Testa
ment are one. If when no Apostles remained alive to exercise
oversight in the Church, some presbyters were chosn to hold
a supervisory position, and to them the name of "bishop" was
given to distinguish them from their fellows, it was to meet a
felt need in the Church precisely as with the deacons and pres
byters. Nothing can be more certain than the fact that no
divine command exists for the appointment of such an order
in the ministry.

Even if we admit the claim that Timothy was made a
bishop at Ephesus, and Titus at Crete, by the authority of the
Apostle Paul, it would not follow that it bound the Church
everywhere, and in all ages to maintain such an office as a
permanent feature of the ministry. For the Apostles sanctioned
the community of goods among Christians; yet no believer
in modern times regards that principle as obligatory on the
Church or its members. Apostles sanctioned anointing the sick
with oil but no man regards it as a divine command for all
lands and ages.

Paul recognizes an order of "deaconesses," and commends
a Christian woman to the Church at Rome, expressly calling
her by that name, yet the order of deaconesses has almost died
out of the Church and no Christian imagines that a divine
obligation requires the Church to restore it. Episcopacy may
be a form of Church polity equally suited to all times and
regions. Reformed Episcopalians would be the last to deny it.
But that because after the Apostles died, episcopacy is found
prevailing throughout universal Christendom, it is therefore
a polity which God requires as essential to the existence of His
Church, we abhorrently deny.

It will be asked, does not the Church of England, and
through her, the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States, claim an "Apostolical Succession" of bishops, so diat
in an unbroken chain from the Apostles down to the latest
prelate consecrated, each one can trace his ecclesiastical pedi
gree? Unquestionably such a claim is made, and on the basis
of it, we are told that outside of this genealogical line there
can be no valid transmission of ecclesiastical authority. How
monstrous such a doctrine is can be more fully realized when
we remember that it makes invalid and a mockery all the work
which since the Reformation God has wrought by the non-
episcopal Churches. On this theory they are no churches. At
the same time that this theory remands all non-episcopal
















































































